
 Please stand if you are able. 
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Presbyterian 
Church 

 

 512 Third Street SW Rochester, Minnesota 55902 Phone 282-1618    

 
Service for the Lord’s Day 11 a.m. 
December 30, 2018  
First Sunday after Christmas Day 

 

Welcome to worship this morning. 
 

 First Presbyterian Church welcomes families with young children. Staffed nursery care is available 

during worship. Audio from the worship service can be heard in the library (adjacent to the 

sanctuary) and social hall. 

 If you are visiting because of medical treatment at Mayo Clinic we offer our prayers for healing.  

 Our activities and programs are open to all, member and friend alike.  

 We invite you to coffee and fellowship in the atrium following the service. Please use a blue mug so 

we can identify and greet you.  
 

 * As a courtesy to others, please silence cell phones. * 

 

Gathering 
 

 Prelude  Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella Robert Lau 
 

 

Our worship begins with the prelude. Let the power of the music speak to you of God’s glory;  
 let its quietness tell you of God’s peace; let its beauty lift your heart in prayer.  

 

 Greeting and Welcome 
  Please sign the Opportunity for Friendship Register and pass it to the person next to you. 
 

 Opening Prayer 
 

 Responsive Prayer of Invocation   
Almighty God, you wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored 
 the dignity of human nature. 
In your mercy, let us share the divine life of Jesus Christ 
 who came to share our humanity, 
and who now lives and reigns with you  
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit  
one God now and forever.  
 Amen. 
 

 Responsive Call to Worship   
Christ lives among us.  
 Come let us worship him!  
O earth, sing to the Lord! 
 O nations, praise him in joy, for the Lord is with us!  
Now we have seen the saving love of God, 
 the glory of God’s people and a light to all. 
 

 Hymn 143 Angels, from the Realms of Glory  REGENT SQUARE 
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 Invitation (please be seated)   
The Psalmist declares, ‘O Israel, wait and watch for God—with God’s arrival comes 
love, with God’s arrival comes generous redemption…’ The Lord is here. God’s love 
has come in person, in Jesus Christ. Let us adore him with a holy silence …  

 

 Silent Contemplation 
 

 Kyrie, hymn 96 (stanza 2) On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry WINCHESTER NEW 

Then cleansed be every life from sin; make straight the way for God within, 
and let us all our hearts prepare for Christ to come and enter there. 
 Text in Public Domain. 

 

 Litany of Praise and Confession  
God of new beginnings and surprising joy, 
  we celebrate and praise you for being continually present with us. 
God of unquenchable life and irrepressible grace, 
  we bless and thank you for the gifts of your Spirit. 
God of unfailing compassion and constant companionship, 
  we love you and embrace you, you who walk with us every step of life. 
Forgive us, O Lord, 
  when we keep to ourselves and push you away.  
Forgive us, O Christ, 
 when we wallow in our own weakness and take advantage of others. 
Forgive us, O Spirit, 
 when we deny your friendship and ignore your compassion. 
Heal us, merciful Lord. Restore and empower us,  
 for the sake of your kingdom which has broken into our world 
 through the child born in Bethlehem, and in our hearts. Amen. 
 

Words of Life   
Friends, God is for us and not against us. For that very reason, God sent the Son into 
the world – not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him. 
Believe the good news: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Amen. 

 

 Gloria Patri   REGENT SQUARE 

Laud and honor to the Father, laud and honor to the Son, 
Laud and honor to the Spirit, ever three and ever one. 
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the new-born King! 

  ©1990 Westminster John Knox Press. All rights reserved. CCLI #2720777.  
 

 Passing of the Peace 
Due to health concerns in this cold and flu season, please refrain from shaking 
hands and greet each other with a word of peace or a wave of the hand. 

 The peace of Christ be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Let us share a sign of the peace of Christ with one another. 
 

  The Word 
 

 Hymn 128 (seated) Infant Holy, Infant Lowly Ẉ ŻŁOBIE LEŻY 

 
 Unison Prayer for Illumination 

Generous God, breathe your Holy Spirit into us now, that in the hearing of your 
Word we may be filled with new understanding and renewed determination to 
show your love in all we do, for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.  

 

 Reading from the Psalms  Psalm 148 
 

 Hymn 144 (seated) In the Bleak Midwinter CRANHAM 
 



 3 

 Reading from the Gospel  Luke 2:21-38 
  This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 Hymn 148 (seated) Mary and Joseph Came to the Temple EVENING HYMN 
 

 

 Message    Rev. Jay P. Rowland 
 

 

  A moment for reflection – may God continue to speak to us in the silence. 

 
 Our Response 

 

 Hymn 110 Love Has Come BRING A TORCH 

 

 Affirmation of Faith    

The power of Jesus Christ comes not by conquest, domination, or manipulation,  
but by gracious love gladly given and willingly received.  
The fellowship of Jesus Christ comes wherever people covenant together and say,  
 Christ, we are your body: come live in our hearts.  
 Christ, we are your people: come govern our lives.  
 Christ, we are your witnesses: send us out in your name! Amen!  
 

 Hymn 116  The Snow Lay on the Ground  VENITE ADORAMUS 

 Hymn 132  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice  IN DULCI JUBILO 
 

 Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer (using ‘debts’ and ‘debtors’) 
 

 Medley of Carols (seated) (sing stanza one of each hymn) 
Hymn 123 It Came Upon the Midnight Clear  CAROL 
Hymn 145  What Child Is This  GREENSLEEVES 
Hymn 147  The First Nowell THE FIRST NOWELL 

 

 Offertory 
  At the Offertory  Gesu Bambino Pietro A. Yon 

    Laura Smith, soprano 
 

 Offertory Response 708 (stanza 1)  We Give Thee but Thine Own SCHUMANN 
    We give Thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be; 
    All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from Thee. 
 

 Responsive Prayer of Dedication 
In this moment of worship we embrace you, O Savior. 
 And we offer you our love. 
In this moment of prayer we proclaim your love for the world, O God. 
  And we offer you gifts. 
In this moment of giving we hear your call again, O Holy Spirit. 
  And we offer you ourselves.  
Use us – all that we have and all that we are  
  to touch the world with the Christmas message: God is love.  
  God is with us. God will never leave us. 
In Jesus name we pray.  
  Amen. 

 

 Sending 
 

 Hymn 136 Go Tell It on the Mountain GO TELL IT 
 

 Benediction  
 

 Benediction Response, hymn 106 (refrain)  BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN 
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   O blest is Christ who came in God’s most holy name. 
 

 Postlude     Carillon on a Ukrainian Bell Carol Gerald Near 
 
 

 

 Those who wish may be seated for the postlude. Our music is offered to the glory of God; 
 if you want to express your appreciation, a spoken “Amen” or “Praise God” is appropriate. 
  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Stewardship 2019:  
Do all the good you can. 

 

A Progress Report. 
 

 Thank you to everyone who has responded to help us 
erase the shortfall in pledges for 2019! We’re moving in the 
right direction and we appreciate your support. There are 
extra supplemental pledge forms at the welcome desk and in 

the office.  

About Our Church 
Rev. Thomas J. (T.J.) Parlette, Pastor Susan K. Kruger, Office Administrator 
Rev. Jay P. Rowland, Associate Pastor Kathleen M. Kuisle, Calvin and Cherub Choirs 
Lee J. Afdahl, Director of Music/Organist Janine M. Yanisch, First Players bands 
Susanna L. Stone, Coordinator of Youth and Christian Education    Harry E. Coleman, Facility Manager 
 

Child Care staff: Esther Lebron, Margie Schaaf, Brenda Thorson 
Security and custodial personnel:  

Sally Evans, Vera Herr, Tami Rinn, Tyler Sczurek  
 

Office hours: Monday-Thursday (7:30 a.m.-4 p.m.); Friday (7:30 a.m.-3 p.m.); Saturday (9:30 a.m.-noon) 
 

First Presbyterian Church / 512 SW Third Street / Rochester, MN 55902 

507/282-1618; rochesterfpc@msn.com; www.fpcrochester.org  
 

The mission of First Presbyterian Church of Rochester 

 is to reflect God’s love for all people by proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

Member: Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

* WEATHER ADVISORY * 
If we need to cancel services due to extreme weather conditions, we will send that 
announcement to KTTC-TV, KTTC.com, put it on our WEB page FPCRochester.org, put it 
on the church's answering machine, and, if possible, send you an e-mail. Whenever 
canceling is a possibility, please check these sources for up-to-date information. 
 

* SAFETY ADVISORY * 
In the coming winter season when conditions can create slippery walkways, we ask all 
members to be responsible and wear appropriate footwear made for snow and ice and 
choose the safest path from your car into the building. The staff aims to keep the church 
walks as clear of snow/ice as possible, but each of us must also do our part for safety by 
exercising caution and discretion. Here's to a safe winter season!  
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Calendar for the week of December 30 –  January 6 

(and beyond) 
 

SUNDAY – December 30 
We thank all who are sharing their ministries in 

worship today.  
 The chancel flowers are given for the Glory of 
God by Robert and Ann Groover in memory of family 
and friends. 
 A nursery for infants through 3-year-olds is staffed 
during the service. We also offer a space for nursing 
mothers.  
 

MONDAY – December 31 (New Year’s Eve) 
 The church office will close at noon. 
 

TUESDAY – January 1 
 Happy New Year! The church will be closed. 
 Deacons will NOT meet January 1 or 8 but 
instead will meet January 15 with the Session for a 
Souper Start Supper. 
 Most committees have rescheduled their 
January meeting to January 8. Check with your lead 
elder if you aren’t sure about yours.  
 

WEDNESDAY – January 2 
 Worship and communion at Charter House at  
1 p.m. 
 No Wednesday activities at the church this week. 
Wednesday activities resume January 9 
 

THURSDAY – January 3 
Jubilate Deo Bells rehearses at 6:15 p.m. 
Chancel Choir rehearses at 7:30 p.m. 

 

SATURDAY – January 5 
The memorial service for Linda Tillotson will be 

Saturday, January 5 at 11 a.m. with visitation at 10 a.m. 
preceding the service. 
 

SUNDAY – January 6 (Epiphany) 
 Worship and communion at 8:30 and 11 a.m. 

Education hour:  
  9:40-10:45: Nursery - preschool (3-years-old)  
  9:40-10:45: Sunday school/education hour 

  for grade 6 – adult education 
  9:40-10:20: Calvin Choir for grades 2-5 
  9:40-10:20: Sunday school for age 3-grade 1 
  10:20-10:50: Cherub Choir for age 4-grade 1 
  10:20-11:00: Sunday school for grades 2-5 

Adults: 
 9:40 a.m.: Current Events: Clipped from the 

papers (lounge/E-207) 
 9:40 a.m.: Kerygma Study: “The Jesus Movement 

and the World of the Early Church” (south 
fireside room/A-104) 

Chancel Choir rehearses at 9:45 a.m. 

 One of our parish nurses will be in the library 
between services January 6 and available to take your 
blood pressure. 

 

TUESDAY – January 8 
Grief Support Group meets at 11 a.m. 

 Most committees meet. Check with your lead 
elder if you aren’t sure about yours.  
 

WEDNESDAY – January 9 
 All Wednesday activities are back on schedule. 
 

THURSDAY – January 10 
 Prayer Shawl Group meets at 1 p.m. 

Jubilate Deo Bells rehearses at 6:15 p.m. 
Chancel Choir rehearses at 7:30 p.m. 

 

FRIDAY – January 11 
 Sitter Service is open from 5:30-9:30 p.m. Sign up 
January 6 in the atrium or church office or call the 
church office by Tuesday, January 8. 
 

SATURDAY -– January 12 
 Help “undecorate” the church at 9:30 a.m. There 
will be jobs for everyone and snacks to keep you going. 
 

SUNDAY – January 13 
 Worship at 8:30 and 11 a.m. 
 New officer/Session training and examination at 
9:30 a.m. in the activity center. 
 Ordination and Installation of new officers at   
11 a.m. 
 

MONDAY – January 14 
 ALL Annual Reports are due, either by e-mail to 
fpc_carol@hotmail.com or in the church office. 
 

  For Your Information 
 Offering envelopes for 2019 are in the social hall. 
If there isn’t a box with your name and you want to use 
envelopes, check in the church office. We also have 
boxes of envelopes available for children and youth. 

Pledge Statements. We will mail final statements 
for 2018 about January 9. To find out before then if you 
fulfilled your 2018 pledges, stop in or call the church 
office (282-1618). To be considered a charitable 
donation in 2018 we either need to receive your 
donation by December 31 or your envelope needs to 
be postmarked by December 31. 

Each year our church activities are summarized in 
the “Annual Report to the Congregation.” If you are 
responsible for writing a report, we need it in the 
church office by January 14. The best reports are those 
sent to Carol via e-mail or a Word attachment to an e-
mail (evans.carol@FPCRochester.org). 

 

Among the Church Family 
Happy Birthday to Marie Bolton, who will celebrate 

her 94th birthday January 3. 
Happy Birthday to Jane Irving, who will celebrate 

her 95th birthday January 6. 
We extend our condolences to Sue and Gary 

Kruger and Katie and Alex Kuisle on the death of Sue’s 
mother and Katie’s grandmother, Mary Lou Neuzil, 
December 22 in Decorah, Iowa. 


