
 Please stand if you are able. 

First 
Presbyterian 
Church 

 

 512 Third Street SW Rochester, Minnesota 55902 Phone 282-1618    

 

Service for the Lord’s Day 8:30 and 11 a.m. 
December 9, 2018  
Second Sunday in Advent 
 

Welcome to worship this morning. 
 

 First Presbyterian Church welcomes families with young children. Staffed nursery care is available 

during worship. Audio from the worship service can be heard in the library (adjacent to the 

sanctuary) and social hall. 

 If you are visiting because of medical treatment at Mayo Clinic we offer our prayers for healing.  

 Our activities and programs are open to all, member and friend alike.  

 Enjoy coffee and fellowship in the social hall following the 8:30 service and in the atrium following 

the 11:00 service. Please use a blue mug so we can identify and greet you.  
 

 * As a courtesy to others, please silence cell phones. * 
 

Gathering 
 

 Prelude  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel arr. Martha Lynn Thompson 
     Alleluia Ringers 
 
 

Our worship begins with the prelude. Let the power of the music speak to you of God’s glory;  
 let its quietness tell you of God’s peace; let its beauty lift your heart in prayer.  

 

Lighting the Advent Candle  8:30: Holly Ebel and Sandy Carroll 
 11:00: Otis Laurberg and Carol Shaffer 
 Candle of Peace (inspired by Malachi 3:1-4) 
 

Advent Prayer 
 

Advent Response 103  Come Now, O Prince of Peace (stanza 2) O-SO-SO 

Come now, O God of love; make us one body. 
Come, O Lord Jesus; reconcile all people. 

 

 Greeting and Welcome 
  Please sign the Opportunity for Friendship Register and pass it to the person next to you. 
 

 Opening Prayer 
 

 Call to Worship  (8:30) Carol Shaffer 
   (11:00) Calista Younge 

John came out of the wilderness to preach repentance, he preaches to us still. 
Make straight the paths we now walk and prepare the way for God’s reign of 
justice and love. 

 

 Hymn 92 While We Are Waiting, Come  WAITING 

 

 Call to Reconciliation with God (please be seated)   
Let us trust in God’s love for us and confess our sin, confident in God’s mercy. 
 

 Silent Confession 
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 Kyrie, hymn 96 (stanza 2) On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry WINCHESTER NEW 

Then cleansed be every life from sin; make straight the way for God within, 
and let us all our hearts prepare for Christ to come and enter there. 
 Text in Public Domain. 

 

 Unison Prayer of Confession 
Gracious God, you have sent us prophets and we have not listened. We have not 
always determined what is best or made way for your reign in our lives, our church, 
and our society. Forgive us, we pray, and renew your covenant within us, for the 
sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

Words of Life   
My friends, if we repent, God is sure to forgive us. The One who began a good work in us 
will bring it to completion. Believe the Good News: We are forgiven! Amen. 

 

 Gloria Patri   REGENT SQUARE 

Laud and honor to the Father, laud and honor to the Son, 
Laud and honor to the Spirit, ever three and ever one. 
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, expected King! 

  ©1990 Westminster John Knox Press. All rights reserved. CCLI #2720777.  
 

 Passing of the Peace 
Due to health concerns in this cold and flu season, please refrain from shaking 
hands and greet each other with a word of peace or a wave of the hand. 

 The peace of Christ be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Let us share a sign of the peace of Christ with one another. 
 

  The Word 
 

 Prayer for Illumination 458 (refrain)  Thy Word Is a Lamp unto My Feet THY WORD 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 

  ©1964Meadowgreen Music Company. All rights reserved. CCLI #2720777.  
 

 A Weaving of Prophet and Gospel  Luke 3:1-6 and Malachi 3:1-4 
 

 Anthem (8:30) A Spotless Rose arr. Bryan L. Greer 
   Chancel Choir 

A spotless rose is growing, sprung from a tender root,  
Of ancient seer’s foreshowing, of Jesse promised fruit; 

Its fairest bud unfolds to light amid the cold, cold winter and in the dark midnight. 
The rose which I am singing, whereof Isaiah said,  

Is from its sweet root springing in Mary, purest maid; 
For through God’s great love and might the Blessed Babe she bare us  

In a cold, cold winter’s night. A spotless rose she bare us in a cold winter’s night. 
 ©2015 Hinshaw Music. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net A-718669. 
 

   (11:00) Litany for Advent Shirley W. McRae 
   Calvin Choir; Katie Kuisle, director; Barbara Depman, accompanist 

Lord Jesus, come to us, we pray. 
Bring us your truth, show us your way. 
As one the prophets did foretell 
Oh, come to us, Immanuel.  
The universe is in our care, 
Help us protect, help us to share, 
Send us your peace, your glad Noel, 
Oh, come to us, Immanuel.   
Our world is torn, in war and sin, 
Our people hurt, without, within, 
Your healing love, will make us well, 
Oh, come to us, Immanuel.   
Prepare our hearts, tell all the earth, 
That we may celebrate your birth, 
Oh enter in our lives to dwell, Oh, come to us, Immanuel.   

 ©1991 Choristers Guild. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net A-718669. 
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 Time for All Our Young Worshippers  

  Hymn sung to All Things Bright and Beautiful ROYAL OAK 

   Come, Lord Jesus, to this holy place, and bless the children here. 
   Guide them, mold them in your gentle ways, to know your love so dear. 
   Text by Judy Smithson. 
 

  Pass Prayer Cards to the aisle. An usher will collect them. 
 

Children through third grade may go to room E206 for Kids’ Zone or are welcome to 
stay with their parents in worship. Children above third grade should stay in worship. 
 

 Reading from the Epistles  Philippians 1:3-11 
  This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 Response to the Word, hymn 113 (refrain only) GLORIA 
 

   Gloria in Excelsis Deo! Gloria in Excelsis Deo! 
 

 Message   Completion Rev. T. J. Parlette 
 

 

  A moment for reflection – may God continue to speak to us in the silence. 

 
 Our Response 

 

 Hymn 96 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry WINCHESTER NEW 
 

 Affirmation of Faith  The Apostles’ Creed (Traditional) 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the 
dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer (using ‘debts’ and ‘debtors’) 
 

 Offertory 
  At the Offertory  

   (8:30) The Glory of the Father Egil Hovland 
    Chancel Choir 
  The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us. We beheld the glory of the Father, full of grace and truth. 
  In the beginning was the Word. The Word was with God. In Him was life and the life was the light of men. 
  He came to his own and His own received him not. 

©1957,1974 Walton Music Corporation. All rights reserved, OneLicense.net A-718669. 
 

 

 

    (11:00)  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Marilyn Biery 
 

 Offertory Response, hymn 144 (stanza 4)   What Can I Give Him? CRANHAM 
What can I give him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
 If I were a wise man, I would do my part; yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 

 

 Unison Prayer of Dedication 
God of all righteousness, receive these gifts of gratitude, the offerings of our 
lives. Purify them with your refining fire so that they may serve your purposes 
and shine with your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 Sending 
 

 Hymn 84 Creator of the Stars of Night CONDITOR ALME SIDERUM 
 

 Benediction  
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 Benediction Response, hymn 106 (refrain)  BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN 

   O blest is Christ who came in God’s most holy name. 
 

 Postlude     O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Hal Hopson 
 
 

 Those who wish may be seated for the postlude. Our music is offered to the glory of God; 
 if you want to express your appreciation, a spoken “Amen” or “Praise God” is appropriate. 
  

 
 

We thank these people for contributing to the Poinsettia Fund. 

Deacons will deliver the plants to our C.A.R.E. members after today’s second service. 
 

C.A.R.E. = Contact Assist Relate Encourage, a program through which  

Deacons reach out to members of First Presbyterian Church with C.A.R.E. 
 

Kenneth and Marylynn Aalderks 
Lee Afdahl and Van Jacobsen 
Kay Boege 
Jon and Diane Closson 
Charles and Becki Coddington 
David and Char Ellefson 
Judy Felten 
Jane Hallman 
Brad and Sara Kluck 
Robert and Charlene Kyle 
Donna Lee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark and Michelle Mueller 
Tom and Vicky Pileggi 
Frank and Beverly Salomonsen 
Gretchen Sandvik 
Margie Schaaf 
Robert and Laury Schalau 
Donald Scholz 
Mary Sheridan 
James and Patricia Talen 
Dee Tiedeman 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

About Our Church 
Rev. Thomas J. (T.J.) Parlette, Pastor Susan K. Kruger, Office Administrator 
Rev. Jay P. Rowland, Associate Pastor Kathleen M. Kuisle, Calvin and Cherub Choirs 
Lee J. Afdahl, Director of Music/Organist Janine M. Yanisch, First Players bands 
Susanna L. Stone, Coordinator of Youth and Christian Education    Harry E. Coleman, Facility Manager 
 

Child Care staff: Esther Lebron, Margie Schaaf, Brenda Thorson 
Security and custodial personnel:  

Sally Evans, Vera Herr, Tami Rinn, Bob Schalau, Tyler Sczurek  
 

Office hours: Monday-Thursday (7:30 a.m.-4 p.m.); Friday (7:30 a.m.-3 p.m.); Saturday (9:30 a.m.-noon) 
 

First Presbyterian Church / 512 SW Third Street / Rochester, MN 55902 

507/282-1618; rochesterfpc@msn.com; www.fpcrochester.org  
 

The mission of First Presbyterian Church of Rochester 

 is to reflect God’s love for all people by proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

Member: Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 

Stewardship 2019:  
Do all the good you can. 

 

A Progress Report. 
 

 As of December 5 we have received 202 pledges for $665,462. 
Combined with other projected income, we currently have $743,000 to 
work with for 2019. With a projected budget of $820,000, this leave us 
$77,000 short of what we expect to need to fund our church’s staff and 
programs in the coming year. 
 If you haven’t made your commitment yet, please mail it to the church as 
soon as possible or put it in the offering place Sunday so we can plan next 
year’s programs based on available resources. Thank you! Extra pledge cards 
are at the entrances to the sanctuary and in the church office. 
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Calendar for the week of December 9 –  December 16 

(and beyond) 
 

SUNDAY – December 9 (Advent 2) 
 We thank all who are sharing their ministries in 
worship today.  
 The chancel flowers are given for the Glory of 
God by the Louise Bastron in memory of James A. 
Bastron M.D. 
 A nursery for infants through 3-year-olds is 
staffed throughout the morning. We also offer a space 
for nursing mothers. An usher will be happy to direct 
you if you don’t know where the nursery is located. 
 Education hour:  
  9:40-10:45: Nursery - preschool (3-years-old)  
  9:40-10:45: Sunday school/education hour 

  for grade 6 – adult education 
  9:40-10:20: Calvin Choir for grades 2-5 
  9:40-10:20: Sunday school for age 3-grade 1 
  10:20-10:50: Cherub Choir for age 4-grade 1 
  10:20-11:00: Sunday school for grades 2-5 

Adults: 
 9:40 a.m.: Current Events: Clipped from the 

papers (lounge/E-207) 
 9:40 a.m.: Kerygma Study: “The Jesus Movement 

and the World of the Early Church” (south 
fireside room/A-104) 

 Chancel Choir rehearses at 9:45 a.m. 
 This is the last Sunday the Sharing Tree will be in 
the atrium. Select a gift tag from the tree and follow the 
instructions on the back of the tag. Deadline for 
returning gifts is December 10. 

Join us December 9 for caroling, fellowship, 
and cookies. Meet at the church at 4 p.m. The 
Welcoming and Nurturing Committee is planning a 
good old-fashioned night of Christmas caroling for all 
ages. After caroling we’ll return to the church to enjoy 
fellowship while we enjoy hot chocolate, apple cider, 
and holiday cookies. Bake and bring your favorite 
Christmas cookie recipe to share.  
 

MONDAY – December 10 
Deadline for bringing gifts for the Sharing Tree. 

 

TUESDAY – December 11 
 Kitchen Guild meets at 1:30 p.m. 

 

WEDNESDAY – December 12 
 

Wednesday Activities 
4:15 Alleluia Ringers (grades 2-5) 
5:00 Youth Choir (grades 6-12) 
5:30 Recorder Ensemble 
5:45 Middle/High School youth (grades 6-12) 
6:30 Bible Study with Rev. T. J. Parlette 
7:00 Joyous Praise handbells (grade 6-adult) 

On Wednesday evenings from December 5 through 
December 19, Rev. Parlette will lead an Advent study 
on the book "Half Truths: God helps those who help 
themselves, and other things the Bible doesn’t say.” 
The class begins at 6:30 p.m. in the lounge. 
 

THURSDAY – December 13 
 Prayer Shawl group meets at 1 p.m. in the lounge. 

Jubilate Deo Bells rehearses at 6:15 p.m. 
Chancel Choir rehearses at 7:30 p.m. 
 

FRIDAY – December 14 
NO Sitter Service in December. Sitter Service will 

resume January 11, 2019. 
 
 
 
 

SATURDAY – December 15 
 Orchestra for Lessons and Carols rehearses at 
9:30 a.m. Chancel and Calvin Choirs and handbells 
join the orchestra at 10. 
 Ruth Circle meets at 10 a.m. in the lounge for 
Bible study followed by a luncheon Christmas party. 
 

SUNDAY – December 16 (Advent 3) 
 Worship at 8:30 and 11 a.m. 
 The annual service of Lessons and Carols will be 
led by the Chancel and Calvin Choirs with handbells, 
orchestra and organ at both 8:30 and 11 a.m. worship 
hours. The service, including the reading of nine 
lessons, carols and anthems, is based on the 
traditional English service of the same name. 

Have coffee with Christian Education and tell us 
what you think about Christian Education here at FPC! 
Do you want to learn more about the Christian Education 
programming at FPC? Do you have any ideas to share 
with the Christian Education Committee? Come share 
your thoughts, opinions, and ideas with members of the 
Christian Education Committee during Coffee with CE 
today from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in the social hall.  
 Covenant Fellowship. Dave and Char Ellefson 
have invited us to gather for our annual Christmas 
Party at 5 p.m. at The Waters on Mayowood (827 
Mayowood Road SW). Please bring an appetizer and a 
dessert to share plus a wrapped white elephant gift. 
Reply to Char Ellefson (tealstone16@msn.com or 507-
358-3865).  

 

MONDAY – December 17 
 Items for the January newsletter are due either to 
fpc_carol@hotmail.com or in the church office. 

Esther Circle will meet at NOON in the lounge for 
a potluck luncheon. 

First Players will collaborate with The Notochords 
jazz band for their winter concert. The concert begins 
at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary. Both the Beginning Band and 
Concert Band will play and be joined by our guests, The 
Notochords jazz band. Come hear great music by great 
musicians, in a variety of genres! Everyone is invited! 

 

TUESDAY – December 18 
 Session meets at 7 p.m. in the south fireside room. 
 

WEDNESDAY – December 19 
 Priscilla Circle meets at 10 a.m. in the social hall 
followed by a potluck brunch at 11 a.m. 
 Crafters Group meets at 3 p.m. in the social hall. 
Bring that almost finished project or help us make 
cards for C.A.R.E. members of FPC.  
 All Wednesday activities are on as usual. 
 

THURSDAY – December 20 
 Chancel Choir and Jubilate Deo Bells will have a 
Christmas Party at 6 p.m. 
 

SUNDAY – December 23 (Advent 4) 
 Worship at 8:30 and 11 a.m. 
 The Christmas Joy offering will be dedicated 
although your contribution will be gratefully accepted 
any time in December. Please note “Joy Offering” on 
the memo line of your check or use an envelope from 
the pew rack. The Offering distributes gifts 50/50 to the 
Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions and to 
Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges. 
Please give generously. 

mailto:tealstone16@msn.com


 

 Sunday school classes through high school are 
cancelled so students can rehearse for the Christmas 
Pageant to be presented on Christmas Eve at the        
4 p.m. service.  
 All kids are invited to be a part of the pageant (and 
any out-of-town grandkids or relatives are welcome, 
too!). Children need not be regular Sunday School or 
choir attendees to participate in the pageant; the one 
requirement is that anyone participating in the 
Christmas Pageant must attend rehearsal on Sunday, 
December 23 from 9:40 - 10:50 a.m. Any children 
interested in learning the Christmas Pageant songs are 
encouraged to attend choir rehearsals for the next few 
Sundays.  

We also need Christmas Pageant volunteers. 
Please let Susanna know if you are interested in 
helping assist with the pageant in any way!  
 

MONDAY – December 24 (Christmas Eve) 
 The church office will close at noon. 

 Christmas Eve Services at 4 p.m. and 11 p.m. 
3:00 Cherub and Calvin Choirs and Joyous 

Praise warm up.  
4:00 Service of worship and Children’s 

Pageant with Calvin and Cherub Choirs, 
Joyous Praise handbell choir, and Sunday 
school children. 

10:00 Chancel Choir and Jubilate Deo handbell 
choir warm up. 

10:30 Prelude with handbells and organ 
11:00 Candlelight service with Chancel Choir 

and Jubilate Deo. 
 

TUESDAY – December 25 
 Merry Christmas! 
 No services will be held at the church. 
 The church will be closed. 
 

WEDNESDAY – December 26 
 The church will be closed. 
 All Wednesday activities at the church are 
cancelled. 
 

SUNDAY – December 30 
 One service of worship at 11 a.m. We welcome 
you to a special service of Christmas carols and liturgy 
on the first Sunday after Christmas. No Sunday school 
or choir rehearsals. Child care will be provided. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  For Your Information 
Calling all FPC high school musicians! We are 

looking for high school musicians to be part of this 
year's Christmas Pageant at the 4 p.m. Christmas Eve 
service. During this year's Christmas Pageant, high 
school musicians will provide musical accompaniment 
for the carols. Please email Susanna 
(stone.susanna@fpcrochester.org) if you are 
interested. 

Pick up a copy of Holiday Memories and 
Traditions, an Advent devotional booklet written by 
members of First Presbyterian Church. You are 
welcome to take extra copies and give them to friends, 
family, and neighbors. There are also copies of the 
PCUSA 2018 Advent devotional calendar, “God Lifts 
the Lowly,” at the welcome desk or in the church office. 

Help celebrate the Advent season with a $15 
donation to the poinsettia fund. The plants will 
decorate the sanctuary in December and then be 
delivered by the Deacons to our 40 C.A.R.E. members. 
To contribute, put your check (note for poinsettias) in 
the offering plate or mail it to the church office.  

As you consider your year-end financial 
donations, please make your church a high priority. 
Gifts can be given to your General Budget, Outreach, 
or Capital Campaign pledges for either this year or next 
year, as an 'over and above' donation, designated for 
the Endowment Fund, or designated for special 
programs within the church. Talk to Carol Evans if you 
have any questions.  

 

Among the Church Family 
 

Congratulations to Robert and Susan McClocklin 
who will celebrate their 52nd wedding anniversary 
December 17. 

Congratulations to Sophie (Dyck) and Ivan Priso 
who were married November 24 in Paris, France. 
 
 

 

* WEATHER ADVISORY * 
If we need to cancel services due to extreme weather conditions, we will send that 
announcement to KTTC-TV, KTTC.com, put it on our WEB page FPCRochester.org, put it on 
the church's answering machine, and, if possible, send you an e-mail. Whenever canceling is 
a possibility, please check these sources for up-to-date information. 
 

* SAFETY ADVISORY * 
In the coming winter season when conditions can create slippery walkways, we ask all 
members to be responsible and wear appropriate footwear made for snow and ice and 
choose the safest path from your car into the building. The staff aims to keep the church 
walks as clear of snow/ice as possible, but each of us must also do our part for safety by 
exercising caution and discretion. Here's to a safe winter season!  

A note about our Advent hymns 

In the coming weeks of Advent, you 

will notice that our first full hymn (92) 

and our closing hymn (84) will be the 

same for each Sunday in Advent. 

Both these hymns are contemplative 

in nature, fitting for this season of 

preparation. 


