
 Please stand if you are able. 

First 
Presbyterian 
Church 

 

 512 Third Street SW Rochester, Minnesota 55902 Phone 282-1618    

 

Service for the Lord’s Day 8:30 and 11 a.m. 
December 2, 2018  
First Sunday in Advent 
 

Welcome to worship this morning. 
 

 First Presbyterian Church welcomes families with young children. Staffed nursery care is available 

during worship. Audio from the worship service can be heard in the library (adjacent to the 

sanctuary) and social hall. 

 If you are visiting because of medical treatment at Mayo Clinic we offer our prayers for healing.  

 Our activities and programs are open to all, member and friend alike.  

 Enjoy coffee and fellowship in the social hall following the 8:30 service and in the atrium following 

the 11:00 service. Please use a blue mug so we can identify and greet you.  
 

 * As a courtesy to others, please silence cell phones. * 
 

Gathering 
 

 Prelude  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Hal Hopson 
     Joyous Praise Handbell Choir 
 
 

Our worship begins with the prelude. Let the power of the music speak to you of God’s glory;  
 let its quietness tell you of God’s peace; let its beauty lift your heart in prayer.  

 

Lighting the Advent Candle  8:30: T.J., Juliet, Grafton, and Thomson Parlette 
 11:00: Tyler, Kathleen, Charmian, Jay, and Asa Van Buren 
 Candle of Hope (inspired by Psalm 25) 
 

Advent Prayer 
 

Advent Response 103  Come Now, O Prince of Peace (stanza 1) O-SO-SO 
 

 Greeting and Welcome 
  Please sign the Opportunity for Friendship Register and pass it to the person next to you. 
 

 Minute for Mission: Giving Opportunities  Marylynn Aalderks 
 

 Opening Prayer 
 

 Call to Worship  (8:30) Kathryn Lenn 
   (11:00) Hailey Fenner 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill my promise to my people. 
Justice and righteousness will fill the land and all will live in peace and 
safety. 

Let us worship the Lord! 
 

 Hymn 92 While We Are Waiting, Come  WAITING 

 
 
 
 
 
 



2 

 Call to Reconciliation with God (please be seated)   
Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be weighed down by the sins and worries of this 
life, but watch and pray for the grace of God, who will save you in your time of trial.” 
With confidence in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 

 Silent Confession 
 

 Kyrie, hymn 96 (stanza 2) On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry WINCHESTER NEW 

Then cleansed be every life from sin; make straight the way for God within, 
and let us all our hearts prepare for Christ to come and enter there. 
 Text in Public Domain. 

 

 Unison Prayer of Confession 
Lord, have mercy on us. We are not ready for your coming. We live in sin, as 
though there were no justice. We live in fear, as though there were no grace. 
Forgive us, Lord. Show us your mercy and steadfast love. Lead us in your truth, 
and teach us your paths, for you are the God of our salvation. Amen. 
 

Words of Life   
Friends, believe the good news: In Jesus Christ you are forgiven. 
 Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

 Gloria Patri   REGENT SQUARE 

Laud and honor to the Father, laud and honor to the Son, 
Laud and honor to the Spirit, ever three and ever one. 
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, expected King! 

  ©1990 Westminster John Knox Press. All rights reserved. CCLI #2720777.  
 

 Passing of the Peace 
Due to health concerns in this cold and flu season, please refrain from shaking 
hands and greet each other with a word of peace or a wave of the hand. 

 The peace of Christ be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Let us share a sign of the peace of Christ with one another. 
 

  The Word 
 

 Prayer for Illumination 458 (refrain)  Thy Word Is a Lamp unto My Feet THY WORD 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 

  ©1964Meadowgreen Music Company. All rights reserved. CCLI #2720777.  
 

 Reading from the Old Testament  Jeremiah 33:14-16 
 

 Anthem (8:30) Come, Bless the Lord (TRURO)  arr. David Cherwien 
   Chancel Choir and congregation 
 

1.  ALL: Come, bless the Lord, you servants all; Christ deigns to grace this holy hall!  
  And brings in train to those who wait The way made plain, the path made straight. 
 

2.  ALL: O, blest the land, the city blest, Where Christ the Ruler is confessed. 
  Oh, happy hearts and happy homes To whom this King in triumph comes! 
 

3.  Choir: Oh, blest the house where faith is found, and all in charity abound 
  To trust their God and serve God still, And do in all God's holy will! 
 

4.  WOMEN: Fling wide the portals of your heart; Make it a temple set apart 
  From earthly use for heav'ns employ, Adorned with prayer and love and joy. 
 

5.  Choir: Redeemer, come with us abide, Our hearts to Thee we open wide. 
  Let us Thy inner presence feel. Thy grace and love in us reveal. 
 

6.  MEN: Come, now, Oh Lord, and enter in! Let new and nobler life begin; 
  Thy Holy Spirit guide us on, Until the glorious crown be won. 
 

7.  ALL: To God the Three in One be praise, Whose coming blesses all our days; 
  Let hope be full, let love upwell For God has vowed with us to dwell. Amen. 
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   (11:00) An Advent Song Michael Bedford 
    Cherub Choir; Katie Kuisle, director; Carol Shaffer, accompanist 

What shall we do to get ready for Christ Jesus? 
We shall pray, each and every day 
And worship as we sing this Advent song. 

 ©1990 Choristers Guild. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net A-718669. 
 

 Time for All Our Young Worshippers  

  Hymn sung to All Things Bright and Beautiful ROYAL OAK 

   Come, Lord Jesus, to this holy place, and bless the children here. 
   Guide them, mold them in your gentle ways, to know your love so dear. 
   Text by Judy Smithson. 
 

  Pass Prayer Cards to the aisle. An usher will collect them. 
 

Children through third grade may go to room E206 for Kids’ Zone or are welcome to 
stay with their parents in worship. Children above third grade should stay in worship. 
 

 Reading from the New Testament  1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
  This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 Response to the Word, hymn 113 (refrain only) GLORIA 
 

   Gloria in Excelsis Deo! Gloria in Excelsis Deo! 
 

 Message   As Long as It Takes Rev. T. J. Parlette 
 

 

  A moment for reflection – may God continue to speak to us in the silence. 

 
 Our Response 

 

 Hymn 102 Savior of the Nations, Come NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILEND 

 

 Affirmation of Faith   

We believe in God, the King of kings and the Lord of lords, who alone is 
immortal, dwelling in unapproachable light, and has glory, honor, and 
everlasting power. 

We believe in Jesus Christ, whose state was divine, yet did not cling to his 
equality with God, but emptied himself to become as we are. He was made 
visible in the flesh, attested by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed to the 
nations, and taken up in glory. 

We believe in the Spirit as a power of the Almighty, a pure emanation of the 
glory of God. Though unchanging, she makes all things new. She triumphs 
over evil, and her strength is ever present, ordering all things for good. 

Amen. 
 

 Offertory 
  At the Offertory  

   (8:30) Keep Your Lamps arr. André Thomas 
    Chancel Choir 

Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, the time is drawing nigh. 
Christian children don’t get weary, ‘til your work is done. 
Christian journey soon be over, the time is drawing nigh. 
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, the time is drawing nigh. 

  ©1982 Hinshaw Music, Inc. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net A-718669. 
 

 

    (11:00)  Divinum Mysterium Charles Callahan 
 

 Offertory Response, hymn 144 (stanza 4)   What Can I Give Him? CRANHAM 
What can I give him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
 If I were a wise man, I would do my part; yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 
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 Unison Prayer of Dedication 
God of righteousness, you have saved us from the worst the world can do and 
have promised to redeem the whole creation when Christ comes again. In faith 
and hope we offer our gifts of money and self, that we may be part of what you 
are doing in the world even now, as we watch for Christ’s coming in glory. 
Amen. 
 

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

Our communion is open to all who believe that Jesus Christ is their Lord and Savior. 
The wine used in this sacrament is grape juice. Gluten-free wafers are available. 

 

 The Invitation 
 

 Great Prayer of Thanksgiving  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 … With saints, with angels, and with the whole creation, we join the ancient and 
eternal hymn:  

 

Sanctus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 … Great is the mystery of faith:  
 

Memorial Acclamation  
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Lord’s Prayer (using ‘debts’ and ‘debtors’) 
 

Distribution of the Elements 
 Please come forward to be served. If you wish to be served in the pew, a server will 

be in the side aisle to assist you. You may join in singing “In Remembrance of Me.” 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Prayer after Communion 
 

 Sending 
 

 Hymn 84 Creator of the Stars of Night CONDITOR ALME SIDERUM 
 

 Benediction  
 

 Benediction Response, hymn 106 (refrain)  BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN 

   O blest is Christ who came in God’s most holy name. 
 

 Postlude     Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying Paul Manz 
 
 

 Those who wish may be seated for the postlude. Our music is offered to the glory of God; 
 if you want to express your appreciation, a spoken “Amen” or “Praise God” is appropriate. 
  

The communion responses were written by Lee J. Afdahl. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

About Our Church 
Rev. Thomas J. (T.J.) Parlette, Pastor Susan K. Kruger, Office Administrator 
Rev. Jay P. Rowland, Associate Pastor Kathleen M. Kuisle, Calvin and Cherub Choirs 
Lee J. Afdahl, Director of Music/Organist Janine Yanisch, First Players bands 
Susanna L. Stone, Coordinator of Youth and Christian Education    Harry E. Coleman, Facility Manager 
 

Child Care staff: Esther Lebron, Margie Schaaf, Brenda Thorson 
Security and custodial personnel:  

Sally Evans, Vera Herr, Tami Rinn, Bob Schalau, Tyler Sczurek  
 

Office hours: Monday-Thursday (7:30 a.m.-4 p.m.); Friday (7:30 a.m.-3 p.m.); Saturday (9:30 a.m.-noon) 
 

First Presbyterian Church / 512 SW Third Street / Rochester, MN 55902 

507/282-1618; rochesterfpc@msn.com; www.fpcrochester.org  
 

The mission of First Presbyterian Church of Rochester 

 is to reflect God’s love for all people by proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

Member: Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

William Sisson 
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Calendar for the week of December 2 –  December 9 

(and beyond) 
 

SUNDAY – December 2 (Advent 1) 
 We thank all who are sharing their ministries in 
worship today.  
 The chancel flowers are given for the Glory of 
God by the Huizenga family in memory of Kenneth and 
Isabel Huizenga. 
 A nursery for infants through 3-year-olds is 
staffed throughout the morning. We also offer a space 
for nursing mothers. An usher will be happy to direct 
you if you don’t know where the nursery is located. 
 Session has called a meeting of the 
congregation at 9:30 a.m. for the purpose of electing 
an elder. The nominating committee will present the 
name of Mark Keller for this position. Nominations from 
the floor will be accepted provided the nominee has 
given prior approval to having his or her name placed 
on the slate. 
 Education hour:  
  9:40-10:45: Nursery - preschool (3-years-old)  
  9:40-10:45: Sunday school/education hour 

  for grade 6 – adult education 
  9:40-10:20: Calvin Choir for grades 2-5 
  9:40-10:20: Sunday school for age 3-grade 1 
  10:20-10:50: Cherub Choir for age 4-grade 1 
  10:20-11:00: Sunday school for grades 2-5 

Adults: 
 9:40 a.m.: Current Events: Clipped from the 

papers (lounge/E-207) 
 9:40 a.m.: Kerygma Study: “The Jesus Movement 

and the World of the Early Church” (south 
fireside room/A-104) 

 Chancel Choir rehearses at 9:45 a.m. 
 One of our parish nurses will be in the library 
between services to take your blood pressure and 
answer questions you have about your health.  
 The Sharing Tree will be in the atrium through 
today and decorated with paper ornaments 
representing four charitable programs in Rochester: 
Alternative Learning Center, Family Promise, MedCity 
Foundation, and, new this year, Brighter Tomorrows, 
which assists families who have encountered a 
childhood cancer diagnosis. Select a gift tag from the 
tree and follow the instructions on the back of the tag. 
Your participation in the Sharing Tree is looked forward 
to by many in our community. Deadline for returning 
gifts is December 10. 
 

TUESDAY – December 4 
 Grief Support Group meets at 11 a.m. in the library. 
 Deacons meet at 7 p.m. in the south fireside room. 

Most committees meet. Check with your lead 
elder if you aren’t sure about yours. We know Mission, 
Social Concerns, and Worship and Music are not 
meeting in December. 

 

WEDNESDAY – December 5 
 Worship and communion at Charter House at   
1 p.m. 
 

Wednesday Activities 
4:15 Alleluia Ringers (grades 2-5) 
5:00 Youth Choir (grades 6-12) 
5:30 Recorder Ensemble 
5:45 Middle/High School youth (grades 6-12) 
6:30 Bible Study (Al Depman) 
7:00 Joyous Praise handbells (intergenerational) 

 

On Wednesday evenings from December 5 through 
December 19, Rev. Parlette will lead an Advent study 
on the book "Half Truths: God helps those who help 
themselves, and other things the Bible doesn’t say.” 
The class begins at 6:30 p.m. 
 

THURSDAY – December 6 
Jubilate Deo Bells rehearses at 6:15 p.m. 
Chancel Choir rehearses at 7:30 p.m. 
 

SATURDAY – December 8 
Orchestra for Lessons and Carol rehearses at    
1 p.m.  

 

SUNDAY – December 9 (Advent 2) 
Worship at 8:30 and 11 a.m. 
Join us December 9 for caroling, fellowship, 

and cookies. Meet at the church at 4 p.m. The 
Welcoming and Nurturing Committee is planning a 
good old-fashioned night of Christmas caroling for all 
ages. After caroling we’ll return to the church to enjoy 
fellowship while we enjoy hot chocolate, apple cider, 
and holiday cookies. Bake and bring your favorite 
Christmas cookie recipe to share.  
 

MONDAY – December 10 
Deadline for bringing gifts for the Sharing Tree. 

 

TUESDAY – December 11 
 Kitchen Guild meets at 1:30 p.m. 

 

WEDNESDAY – December 12 
 Wednesday activities as usual. 

On Wednesday evenings through December 19, 
Rev. Parlette will lead an Advent study on the book 
"Half Truths: God helps those who help themselves, 
and other things the Bible doesn’t say.” The class 
begins at 6:30 p.m. 
 

THURSDAY – December 13 
 Prayer Shawl group meets at 1 p.m. in the lounge. 

Jubilate Deo Bells rehearses at 6:15 p.m. 
Chancel Choir rehearses at 7:30 p.m. 
 

FRIDAY – December 14 
NO Sitter Service in December; it will resume 

January 11, 2019. 
 

SATURDAY – December 15 
 Orchestra for Lessons and Carols rehearses at 
9:30 a.m. Chancel and Calvin Choirs and handbells 
join the orchestra at 10. 
 Ruth Circle meets at 10 a.m. in the lounge for 
Bible study followed by a luncheon Christmas party. 
 

SUNDAY – December 16 (Advent 3) 
 Worship at 8:30 and 11 a.m. 
 The annual service of Lessons and Carols will be 
led by the Chancel and Calvin Choirs with handbells, 
orchestra and organ at both 8:30 and 11 a.m. worship 
hours. The service, including the reading of nine 
lessons, carols and anthems, is based on the 
traditional English service of the same name. 

Have coffee with Christian Education and tell us 
what you think about Christian Education here at FPC! 
Do you want to learn more about the Christian Education 
programming at FPC? Do you have any ideas to share 
with the Christian Education Committee? Come share 
your thoughts, opinions, and ideas with members of the 
Christian Education Committee during Coffee with CE 
today from 9:45-10:30 a.m. in the social hall.  



 

MONDAY – December 17 
 Esther Circle meets at 1 p.m. in the lounge. 

First Players collaborate with The Notochords 
jazz band for winter concert. The concert begins at   
7 p.m. in the sanctuary. Both the Beginning Band and 
Concert Band will play and be joined by our guests, 
The Notochords jazz band. Come hear great music by 
great musicians, in a variety of genres! Everyone is 
invited! 

 

TUESDAY – December 18 
 Session meets at 7 p.m. in the south fireside room. 
 

WEDNESDAY – December 19 
 Priscilla Circle meets at 10 a.m. in the social hall 
followed by a potluck brunch at 11 a.m. 
 Crafters Group meets at 3 p.m. in the social hall. 
Bring that almost finished project or help us make 
cards for C.A.R.E. members of FPC.  
 All Wednesday activities are on as usual. 
 

THURSDAY – December 20 
 Chancel Choir and Jubilate Deo Bells will have a 
Christmas Party at 6 p.m. 
 

SUNDAY – December 23 (Advent 4) 
 Worship at 8:30 and 11 a.m. 
 The Christmas Joy offering will be dedicated 
although your contribution will be gratefully accepted 
any time in December. Please note “Joy Offering” on 
the memo line of your check or use an envelope from 
the pew rack. The Offering distributes gifts 50/50 to the 
Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions and to 
Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges. 
Please give generously. 
 Sunday school classes through high school are 
cancelled so students can rehearse for the Christmas 
Pageant to be presented on Christmas Eve at the        
4 p.m. service.  
 All kids are invited to be a part of the pageant (and 
any out-of-town grandkids or relatives are welcome, 
too!). Children need not be regular Sunday School or 
choir attendees to participate in the pageant; the one 
requirement is that anyone participating in the 
Christmas Pageant must attend rehearsal on Sunday, 
December 23 from 9:40 - 10:50 a.m. Any children 
interested in learning the Christmas Pageant songs are 
encouraged to attend choir rehearsals for the next few 
Sundays.  

We also need Christmas Pageant volunteers. 
Please let Susanna know if you are interested in 
helping assist with the pageant in any way!  
 

MONDAY – December 24 (Christmas Eve) 
 The church office will close at noon. 

 Christmas Eve Services at 4 p.m. and 11 p.m. 
3:00 Cherub and Calvin Choirs and Alleluia 

Ringers warm up.  
4:00 Service of worship and Children’s 

Pageant with Calvin and Cherub Choirs, 
Joyous Praise handbell choir, and Sunday 
school children 

10:00 Chancel Choir and Jubilate Deo handbell 
choir warm up. 

10:30 Prelude with ensembles, handbells, and 
choir. 

11:00 Candlelight service with Chancel Choir 
and Jubilate Deo. 

 

 

TUESDAY – December 25 
 Merry Christmas! 
 No services will be held at the church. 
 The church will be closed. 
 

WEDNESDAY – December 26 
 The church will be closed. 
 All Wednesday activities at the church are 
cancelled. 
 

SUNDAY – December 30 
 One service of worship at 11 a.m. We welcome 
you to a special service of Christmas carols and liturgy 
on the first Sunday after Christmas. No Sunday school 
or choir rehearsals. Child care will be provided. 

 

  For Your Information 
Calling all FPC high school musicians! We are 

looking for high school musicians to be part of this 
year's Christmas Pageant at the 4 p.m. Christmas Eve 
service. During this year's Christmas Pageant, high 
school musicians will provide musical accompaniment 
for the carols. Please email Susanna 
(stone.susanna@fpcrochester.org) if you are 
interested. 

Pick up a copy of Holiday Memories and 
Traditions, an Advent devotional booklet written by 
members of First Presbyterian Church. You are 
welcome to take extra copies and give them to friends, 
family, and neighbors. There are also copies of the 
PCUSA 2018 Advent devotional calendar, “God Lifts 
the Lowly,” at the welcome desk or in the church office. 

Help celebrate the Advent season with a $15 
donation to the poinsettia fund. The plants will 
decorate the sanctuary in December and then be 
delivered by the Deacons to our 40 C.A.R.E. members. 
To contribute, put your check (note for poinsettias) in 
the offering plate or mail it to the church office.  
 

Among Our Church Family 
 Happy Birthday to Naomi Hysell who celebrated 
her 100th birthday on Thanksgiving Day, November 22. 

Congratulations to Don and Barbara Cain who 

will celebrate their 65th wedding anniversary 
December 6. 

We extend our condolences to Tony and Judy 
Smithson on the death of Tony’s brother, Charles 
George Smithson, November 22 in Pacifica, 
California. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A note about our Advent hymns 

In the coming weeks of Advent, you 

will notice that our first full hymn (92) 

and our closing hymn (84) will be the 

same for each Sunday in Advent. 

Both these hymns are contemplative 

in nature, fitting for this season of 

preparation. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Stewardship 2019:  
Do all the good you can. 

 

 For more than 150 years, First Presbyterian Church 
has been committed to helping all people experience 
God’s love through Jesus Christ. 
 This commitment has taken many forms, from strong 
education and music ministries to aggressive outreach 
programs benefitting both local needs and missions 
abroad. 
 Now it’s time to turn our commitment into action! You 
can lead the way with a generous financial pledge. 
 As of November 29 we have received 196 
responses for $649,172. Although we haven’t named 
a specific goal yet, we estimate this, combined with 
other projected income, will be about $70,000 short 
of what we will need to fund our church’s staff and 
programs in the coming year. 
 If you haven’t made your commitment yet, please 
mail it to the church as soon as possible or put it in 
the offering place Sunday so we can plan next year’s 
programs based on available resources. Thank you! 
Extra pledge cards are at the entrances to the 
sanctuary and in the church office. 
 

We are excited to announce a new opportunity 
for members and friends of First Presbyterian 
Church to donate via eGiving, either through 
the church’s website or using your mobile 
device through Giveplus.com/mobile. You can 
designate your donation for your pledge, for a 
specific fund or as a general donation. Contact 
the church office for more information. 

* WEATHER ADVISORY * 
If we need to cancel services due to extreme weather conditions, we will send that 
announcement to KTTC-TV, KTTC.com, put it on our WEB page FPCRochester.org, put it on 
the church's answering machine, and, if possible, send you an e-mail. Whenever canceling is 
a possibility, please check these sources for up-to-date information. 
 

* SAFETY ADVISORY * 
In the coming winter season when conditions can create slippery walkways, we ask all 
members to be responsible and wear appropriate footwear made for snow and ice and 
choose the safest path from your car into the building. The staff aims to keep the church 
walks as clear of snow/ice as possible, but each of us must also do our part for safety by 
exercising caution and discretion. Here's to a safe winter season!  


