
 Please stand if you are able. 

First 
Presbyterian 
Church 

 

 512 Third Street SW Rochester, Minnesota 55902 Phone 282-1618    

 
Service for the Lord’s Day 8:30 and 11 a.m. 
March 24, 2019  
Third Sunday in Lent 

 

Welcome to worship this morning. 
 

 First Presbyterian Church welcomes families with young children. Staffed nursery care is available 

during worship. Audio from the worship service can be heard in the library (adjacent to the 

sanctuary) and social hall. 

 If you are visiting because of medical treatment at Mayo Clinic we offer our prayers for healing.  

 Our activities and programs are open to all, member and friend alike.  

 Enjoy coffee and fellowship in the social hall following the 8:30 service and in the atrium following 

the 11:00 service. Please use a blue mug so we can identify and greet you.  
 

 * As a courtesy to others, please silence cell phones. * 

 

Gathering 
 

 Prelude  Come, Ye Disconsolate J. Bert Carlson 
 

 Greeting and Welcome 
  Please sign the Opportunity for Friendship Register and pass it to the person next to you. 
 

 Opening Prayer 
 

 Call to Worship  (8:30) Elizabeth Remfert 
   (11:00) Dee Tiedeman 

Everyone who thirsts: 
 Come to the waters, seek the Lord, repent and return so that you may live. 
All who are hungry for justice: 
 Come to the waters, seek the Lord, repent and return so that you may live. 
All who need the help of God: 
 Come to the waters, seek the Lord, repent and return so that you may live. 
Let us worship God. 

 Hymn 429 As a Chalice Cast of Gold INWARD LIGHT 

 

 Call to Reconciliation with God (please be seated)   
The Scriptures call us to turn from sinful ways and return to God who offers mercy and 
pardon. Trusting in that mercy, let us call upon God who is near. 
 

 Silent Confession 
 

 Kyrie 604 Lamb of God AGNUS DEI (Farlee) 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace; grant us peace. 
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 Unison Prayer of Confession 
Holy God, we confess that we often try to draw boundaries around your 
forgiveness, for we cannot imagine the endlessness of your grace. We have 
been known to try to make a rule book of your holy stories, for we cannot 
grasp the depth of your living word. We even try to make a worldly hero out 
of Jesus, shaping him for our purposes rather than the other way around, for 
we cannot understand the majesty of your gift. Forgive us, Holy God, and 
gather us more closely into your transforming love. Be patient, we pray, and 
help us to amend our sin in the hope of becoming more as you intend us to 
be. We ask this in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, the Lord. Amen. 
 

Words of Reconciliation   
God’s love is sure and steadfast, always providing a way out, a way through, a way 
back to God. Through the waters of baptism, we have died with Christ and are raised 
with him. Rejoice, therefore, in the love of God revealed in Jesus Christ. 
 With gratitude, in faith, we walk the way of Christ together. Amen! 
 

 Response 447 We Are Forgiven WE ARE FORGIVEN 
   We are forgiven. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 
   We are forgiven. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 
 

 Passing of the Peace 
Due to health concerns in this cold and flu season, please refrain from shaking 
hands and greet each other with a word of peace or a wave of the hand. 

 

 The peace of Christ be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Let us share a sign of the peace of Christ with one another! 
 

The Word 
 

 Prayer for Illumination  Lee J. Afdahl 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 Reading from the Psalms   Psalm 63:1-8 
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 Anthem (8:30) Oh, the Height of Jesus’ Love Benjamin M. Culli 
Quoting GESTHEMENE William McComb, 1793-1873 

alt. Richard Redhead, 1820-1901 

     Chancel Choir; Ellington Starks, French horn 
 

Oh, the height of Jesus’ love, higher than the heav’ns above, deeper than the depths of the sea, lasting 
as eternity! Love that found me wondrous thought! Found me when I sought Him not.  
Only Jesus, Jesus can impart balm, balm to heal the wounded heart, peace that flows from sin forgiv’n, 
joy, that lifts the soul to heav’n, faith and hope to walk with God in the way that Enoch trod. 
Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed His blood for me, died that I might live on high, lives that I might 
never die. As the branch is to the vine, I am His and He is mine.  

 ©2007 Concordia Publishing House; All rights reserved. OneLicense.net A-717669. 
 

 Voluntary (11:00) When I Survey the Wondrous Cross Wilbur Held  
 

 Time for All Our Young Worshippers  
  Hymn 487 (stanza 2) These Treasured Children PUER NOBIS NASCITUR 

   Our ancient story we shall tell, till these our children know it well 
within their souls and minds and hearts, for this is where their journey starts. 

   Text ©2010 GIA Publications. All rights reserved. Used by permission. OneLicense.net A-718669. 
 

  Pass Prayer Cards to the aisle. An usher will collect them. 
 

Children through third grade may go to room E206 for Kids’ Zone or are welcome to 
stay with their parents in worship. Children above third grade should stay in worship. 
 

 Reading from the Prophets  Isaiah 55:1-9 
  This is the word of the Lord. 

   Thanks be to God. 
 

 Message   Church for the Thirsty Rev. Jay Rowland 
 

 

  A moment for reflection – may God continue to speak to us in the silence. 

 

 Our Response 
 

 Hymn 703 Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me ST CATHERINE 

 

 Affirmation of Faith  PC(USA) Declaration of Faith 
We affirm that the universe exists 
 by the power of God's Word and Spirit. 
God has chosen to give it reality 
 out of the love we have come to know in Christ. 
God still works through the processes  
 that shape and change the earth and the living things upon it. 
We acknowledge God's care and control 
 in the regularity of the universe 
 as well as in apparently random happenings. 
There is no event from which God is absent 
 and God’s ultimate purpose in all events is just and loving. 
That purpose embraces our choices 
 and will surely be accomplished. 
The Creator works in all things 
 toward the new creation that is promised in Christ. 
Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (using ‘debts’ and ‘debtors’) 
 

 Offertory 
  At the Offertory Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed? Gardner Read 
 

 Offertory Response 708 (stanza 1)  We Give Thee but Thine Own SCHUMANN 
    We give Thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be; 
    All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from Thee. 
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* WEATHER ADVISORY * 
If we need to cancel services due to extreme weather conditions, we will send that 
announcement to KTTC-TV, KTTC.com, put it on the church's answering machine, and, if 
possible, send you an e-mail. Whenever canceling is a possibility, please check these 
sources for up-to-date information. To receive a text, send the keyword alert to 507-200-3175. 
 

* SAFETY ADVISORY * 
In the coming winter season when conditions can create slippery walkways, we ask all 
members to be responsible and wear appropriate footwear made for snow and ice and 
choose the safest path from your car into the building. The staff aims to keep the church 
walks as clear of snow/ice as possible, but each of us must also do our part for safety by 
exercising caution and discretion. Here's to a safe winter season!  

 Unison Prayer of Dedication 
God of wilderness and Promised Land, in days of want and in days of plenty 
you have been with us. By these gifts we now share, may others know of your 
providence and care. Enable not only this offering, but each one of us to 
console and comfort, to lift up and reach out, to listen and sit beside your 
children everywhere by the one Table you have set; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

 Sending 
 

 Hymn 543 God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me  GREEN TYLER 
 

 Benediction  
 

 Benediction Response 215 (stanza 1)  What Wondrous Love Is This WONDROUS LOVE 
 

 Postlude    Hear the Good News of Salvation Gordon Young 
 
 

 Those who wish may be seated for the postlude. Our music is offered to the glory of God; 
 if you want to express your appreciation, a spoken “Amen” or “Praise God” is appropriate. 

 
 

 

About Our Church 
Rev. Thomas J. (T.J.) Parlette, Pastor Susan K. Kruger, Office Administrator 
Rev. Jay P. Rowland, Associate Pastor Kathleen M. Kuisle, Calvin and Cherub Choirs 
Lee J. Afdahl, Director of Music/Organist Janine M. Yanisch, First Players bands 
Susanna L. Stone, Coordinator of Youth and Christian Education    Harry E. Coleman, Facility Manager 
 

Child Care staff: Esther Lebron, Margie Schaaf, Brenda Thorson 
Security and custodial personnel: Sally Evans, Vera Herr, Tami Rinn, Tyler Sczurek  

 

Office hours: Monday-Thursday (7:30 a.m.-4 p.m.); Friday (7:30 a.m.-3 p.m.); Saturday (9:30 a.m.-noon) 
 

First Presbyterian Church / 512 SW Third Street / Rochester, MN 55902 

507/282-1618; web@fpcrochester.org; www.fpcrochester.org  
 

The mission of First Presbyterian Church of Rochester 
 is to reflect God’s love for all people by proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

Member: Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
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Calendar for the week of March 24 –  March 31 

(and beyond) 
 

SUNDAY – March 24 
 We thank all who are sharing their ministries in 
worship today.  
 The chancel flowers are given for the Glory of God 
by Diane and Jon Closson in memory of loved ones. 
 A nursery for infants through 3-year-olds is staffed 
throughout the morning. We also offer a space for 
nursing mothers. An usher will be happy to direct you if 
you don’t know where the nursery is located. 
 Education hour:  
  9:40-10:45: Nursery - preschool (3-years-old)  
  9:40-10:45: Sunday school/education hour 

  for grade 6 – adult education 
  9:40-10:20: Calvin Choir for grades 2-5 
  9:40-10:20: Sunday school for age 3-grade 1 
  10:20-10:50: Cherub Choir for age 4-grade 1 
  10:20-11:00: Sunday school for grades 2-5 

Adults: 
 9:40 a.m.: Current Issues: Clipped from the 

Papers (lounge/E-207) 
 9:40 a.m.: Kerygma Study: “The Jesus Movement 

and the World of the Early Church” (south 
fireside room/A-104) 

Chancel Choir rehearses at 9:45 a.m. 
 A Festival of Music will present the Bemidji State 
Concert Choir in concert at 4 p.m. in the sanctuary. 
Thanks to everyone who volunteered to host one or 
two singers on Sunday night.  
 

TUESDAY – March 26 
 Chancel Guild meets at 1 p.m. 
 

WEDNESDAY – March 27 
 No choir, bells, or youth activities due to Spring 
Break. 
 A Festival of Music is hosting Lenten Noonday 
Recitals from 12:15 – 12:45 p.m. Today’s guest 
organist is Ruth Benning, organist at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church in Rochester. To accommodate those 
attending the concert, please do *not* park in the 
church parking lot between 12 noon and 1 p.m. on 
Wednesdays in Lent. 

Rev. Parlette will continue the Bible study, 
“Simon Peter: Flawed but Faithful Disciple,” 
Wednesdays from 6:30-8 p.m. during Lent (March 13 – 
April 17).  

 

THURSDAY – March 28 
 Jubilate Deo Bells rehearses at 6:15 p.m. 

Chancel Choir rehearses at 7:30 p.m. 
 

SUNDAY – March 31 
 Worship at 8:30 and 11 a.m. 
  

TUESDAY– April 2 
 Grief Support Group meets at 11 a.m. 
 Deacons meet at 7 p.m. in the south fireside room. 
 Most committees meet. Check with your lead 
elder if you aren’t sure about yours.  
 

WEDNESDAY – April 3 
 Worship and communion at Charter House at    
1 p.m. 
 A Festival of Music is hosting Lenten Noonday 
Recitals from 12:15 – 12:45 p.m. Today’s guest 
organist is John Varona, organist at Christ United 
Methodist Church in Rochester. To accommodate 

those attending the concert, please do *not* park in the 
church parking lot between 12 noon and 1 p.m. on 
Wednesdays in Lent. 

Wednesday activities are back on schedule: 
 

Wednesday Activities 
4:15 Alleluia Ringers (grades 2-5) 
5:00 Youth Choir (grades 6-12) 
5:30 Recorder Ensemble 
5:45 Middle/High School youth (grades 6-12) 
6:30 Bible Study: “Simon Peter: flawed by faithful 

disciple” (Rev. T. J. Parlette) 
7:00 Joyous Praise handbells (intergenerational) 

 

 

THURSDAY – April 4 
 Jubilate Deo Bells rehearses at 6:15 p.m. 

Chancel Choir rehearses at 7:30 p.m. 
 

SUNDAY – April 7 
Worship and communion at 8:30 and 11 a.m. 
One of our parish nurses will be in the library 

between services to take your blood pressure and 
answer question you have about your health. 
 

TUESDAY – April 9 
 Kitchen Guild meets at 1:30 p.m. 
 

WEDNESDAY – April 10 
 All Wednesday activities as usual. 
 A Festival of Music is hosting Lenten Noonday 
Recitals from 12:15 – 12:45 p.m. Today’s guest 
organist is Lois Marsh, freelance organist in 
Rochester. To accommodate those attending the 
concert, please do *not* park in the church parking lot 
between 12 noon and 1 p.m. on Wednesdays in Lent. 
 

THURSDAY – April 11 
 Jubilate Deo Bells rehearses at 6:15 p.m. 

Chancel Choir rehearses at 7:30 p.m. 
 

FRIDAY – April 12 
 Sitter Service from 5:30-9:30 p.m. Sign up in the 
atrium April 7 to reserve a place for your child(ren). 

 
 

For Your Information 
 

Celebrate our Easter Garden with a donation of 
$15. To contribute, put your check (note Easter 
flowers) in the offering plate or mail it to the church 
office. Following Easter services, the Deacons will 
deliver the plants to our C.A.R.E. members.  
 March is Minnesota FoodShare month. This 
annual drive raises one-half the food that is distributed 
through Channel One during the year. You can write a 
check to the church and designate it for "Channel 
One." Envelopes are in the pew racks. There’s also a 
big, blue barrel in the atrium for food donations.  
 

Among Our Church Family 
 

We extend our condolences to Roxanna Potosky 
on the death of her husband, Peter Potosky, May 7 in 
Richmond, Kentucky. Peter and Roxanna were 
members of First Presbyterian from 2012-2018.  
 We extend our condolences to the family and 
friends of Lucille Bill, who died Monday in Edina. Her 
service will be in Peoria, Illinois on Monday, March 25. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We invite you to share in our Lenten activities. 
 

 
    Services of Worship 

    Sundays at 8:30 and 11 a.m. 

April 7 Sunday services of worship and communion at 8:30 and 11 a.m. 

April 14 Palm Sunday services of worship at 8:30 and 11 a.m. 

April 18 Maundy Thursday service of worship at 7 p.m. 

April 19 Ecumenical Good Friday service at 12 p.m. noon at First Presbyterian Church 

April 21 Easter Sunday services of worship at 8:30 and 11 a.m. 

 
 

  A Festival of Music ~ Wednesday Lenten Organ Recitals 

    12:15 – 12:45 p.m. 

March 27 Ruth Benning, organist / Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Rochester 

April 3  John Varona, organist / Christ United Methodist Church, Rochester 

April 10  Lois Marsh, freelance organist / Rochester 

 
 

     A Festival of Music 

     4 p.m.  
March 24 Bemidji State University Concert Choir / Bemidji, Minnesota 
  Dr. Dwight Jilek, director 
 

 

    Opportunities for Participation 
 

Celebrate our Easter Garden with a donation of $15. To contribute, put your check (note for 
Easter flowers) in the offering plate or mail it to the church office. After Easter services the 
Deacons will deliver the plants to our C.A.R.E. members.  
 

 
 

 

.
 


