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 About Ash Wednesday and Lent 
 

Ash Wednesday begins the Christian season of Lent. We will spend the coming days 
journeying with Jesus toward the cross; toward the death that ultimately brings 
resurrection life. Many of us will spend these coming days practicing a new spiritual 
discipline or giving up something that seems to be getting in the way of the life we 
long to live. And tonight, we come together to mark the beginning of this Lenten 
journey. We come together to acknowledge our sin, to acknowledge our mortality. 
We come to glimpse the Christ who offers forgiveness, who offers everlasting life. 
 
As part of tonight’s worship, the imposition of ashes will be offered. Ashes have been 
used in Christian churches to mark the beginning of Lent since at least the 10th 
Century, and ashes are mentioned in scripture as a symbol of purification and 
repentance.  We offer the imposition of ashes tonight as a physical reminder of our 
mortality and sin; an assurance of God’s forgiveness and salvation. We also 
distribute the sign of a nail, a reminder of Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. Those who 
wish to receive the imposition of ashes will be invited to come forward. For those who 
come, the mark of ashes will be made on your forehead in the sign of the cross, or if 
you would prefer the back of your hand, simply hold out your hand. Please feel free 
to take a nail from the plate as well. 

 
 
 
 

  Service of Worship 
 

 Prelude   My Song Is Love Unknown R. Vaughan Williams 
 

Let us begin our time of worship by focusing our minds and hearts on God’s presence with us. You 
may wish to close your eyes, take a few deep breaths as the Prelude is played, and pray for the 
Holy Spirit to come and lead this worship. 

 

 Call to Worship   
God sent Christ into the world not to condemn the world,  
but that the world might be saved through him. 

God's love endures forever. 
God is our refuge and strength, a present help in trouble.  
Therefore we will not fear though the earth should change,  
though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea;  
though the waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

God's love endures forever. 
 

 



Responsive Prayer  

Holy God, we place ourselves in your presence; we rest in the promise of your grace.  
We come with our minds and our spirits cluttered with many thoughts and feelings. 
Help us let go of all that distracts our attention from you.  Help us detach from and 
release these things: 

Help us release all that we have done today–whether for good or for ill. 
Help us release all that we feel like we should have done today, but did not do. 
Help us release all that we need to do tomorrow. 
Help us release our fear, our anxiety, our impatience.  
Help us release our pride. 

Help us release all thoughts, all feelings that pull us away from you, O God. 
[Silence] 

Fill us now with the joy and the peace of your deep, abiding presence. 
We offer all of ourselves to you, our One God, Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer. 
Amen. 

 

[Silence] 
 

 Hymn 166 Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days ST. FLAVIAN 

  

 Reading from the Prophets   Isaiah 58:1-12 
 

  Anthem Kyrie Will Schmid 
   Chancel Choir 
 Kyrie Eleison, Christe Eleison, Kyrie Eleison 
 (Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Lord, have mercy) 
 

Responsive Prayer of Confession 

O God of life,  

 we confess the ways we turn away from the fullness of life that you offer. [silence] 

God of love,  

 we confess the hatred we hold in our hearts. [silence] 

God of compassion,  

 we confess our indifference. [silence] 

God of justice,  

 we confess that our lives are linked to oppressive systems. [silence] 

God of peace,  

 we confess the violent movements of our hearts, the violent realities of our 

world. [silence] 

Holy God,  

 we confess our sins to you. [silence] 
 

In Jesus’ Name we pray. Amen. 
 

[Silence] 
 

Assurance of Pardon 
Return to the Lord your God, for God is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger 
and abounding in love. Turn toward God in the confidence that, through Jesus Christ, 
our sins are forgiven. Amen. 

 

Imposition of Ashes and Distribution of Nails 
 

Those who wish may come forward in the center aisle and return to their seats in 
a side aisle. The sign of the cross will be made with ashes. Please indicate 
whether you prefer the mark to be upon your forehead or the back of your hand. 

 

“Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 
Repent and believe the Good News: God longs for you to be whole.” 

 

 Hymn 433 (seated) (refrain only, sing twice)   Sign Us with Ashes PHOENIX 



 

 Reading from the Epistles 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 
 

[Silence] 
 

 Reading from the Gospels Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
 

[Silence] 
 

 Reflection Do You Belong Here? Rev. T. J. Parlette 
 

 Hymn 430 (seated) Remember Not, O God SOUTHWELL 

 

 Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 

Our communion is open to all who believe that Jesus Christ is their Lord and Savior. 
The wine used in this sacrament is grape juice. Gluten-free wafers are available. 

 

 The Invitation 
 

    Hear the gracious words of our Savior … “Come to me, all you that are weary …” 
  

  The Lord be with you. 
       And also with you. 
  Lift up your hearts. 
       We lift them to the Lord. 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
       It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  Let us pray … 
 

 Great Thanksgiving  
 
 
 

It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise …  
 

… As his disciples ate and drank together with Jesus, so we now prepare to eat and drink 
together.  As Jesus taught his disciples to pray together, so we now pray together … 
 

Lord’s Prayer (using ‘debts’ and ‘debtors’) 
 

Words of Institution 
 

Distribution of the Elements 
Please come forward to be served. If you wish to be served in the pew, a server will be in 
the side aisle to assist you.  

 

 Anthem  Create in Me a Clean Heart (Psalm 51) Allen Pote 
   Chancel Choir 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  
Cast me not, cast me not from thy presence,  
O Lord, take not thy holy spirit, take not thy spirit from me.  
Restore to me the joy of thy salvation, uphold me with thy loving spirit. 

 ©1982 Hinshaw Music, Inc. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net A-718669. 
 

 Prayer after Communion  
 

Sending 
 

 Hymn 165 The Glory of These Forty Days  ERHALT UNS, HERR 
 

 Benediction 
 

 Postlude  Out of the Depths I Cry to You (Psalm 130) Max Drischner 
 

 
 

Those who wish may be seated for the postlude. Our music is offered to the glory of God; if you want to 
express your appreciation, a spoken “Amen” or “Praise God” is appropriate. 
 

 Please stand in body or in spirit. 
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  We invite you to share in our Lenten activities. 

    Services of Worship 

    Sundays at 8:30 and 11 a.m. 

April 14 Palm Sunday services of worship at 8:30 and 11 a.m. 

April 18 Maundy Thursday service of worship at 7 p.m. 

April 19 Ecumenical Good Friday service at 12 p.m. noon at First Presbyterian Church 

April 21 Easter Sunday services of worship at 8:30 and 11 a.m. 
 

  A Festival of Music ~ Wednesday Lenten Organ Recitals 

    12:15 – 12:45 p.m. 

March 13 Graeme Shields, Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church, South Haven, Michigan 

    and Tyler Pimm, St. Peter Catholic Parish, Ashton, Wisconsin 

March 20 Brian Williams, Director of Music and Arts / Calvary Episcopal Church, Rochester 

March 27 Ruth Benning, organist / Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Rochester 

April 3 John Varona, organist / Christ United Methodist Church, Rochester 

April 10 Lois Marsh, freelance organist / Rochester 
 

     A Festival of Music 

     4 p.m.  
   March 24 Bemidji State University Concert Choir / Bemidji, Minnesota 
    Dr. Dwight Jilek, director 
 

   Lenten Study Opportunities 

Adult Education / Sundays at 9:40 a.m.: Kerygma Bible Study, Current Issues 

Bible Study / Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. beginning March 10: Simon Peter: 

Flawed but Faithful Disciple led by Rev. T. J. Parlette. 

The Presbyterians Today 2019 Lenten Devotional booklet, Awakening to 

God’s Beauty, is available in the office and at the Welcome desk. You are 

welcome to take one; there is no charge. 

 

 


