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Service for the Lord’s Day 8:30 and 11 a.m. 
January 6, 2019  
Epiphany of the Lord 
 

Welcome to worship this morning. 
 

 First Presbyterian Church welcomes families with young children. Staffed nursery care is available 

during worship. Audio from the worship service can be heard in the library (adjacent to the 

sanctuary) and social hall. 

 If you are visiting because of medical treatment at Mayo Clinic we offer our prayers for healing.  

 Our activities and programs are open to all, member and friend alike.  

 Enjoy coffee and fellowship in the social hall following the 8:30 service and in the atrium following 

the 11:00 service. Please use a blue mug so we can identify and greet you.  
 

 * As a courtesy to others, please silence cell phones. * 
 

Gathering 
 

 Prelude  Three Kings of Orient Janet Linker 
 

 Greeting and Welcome 
  Please sign the Opportunity for Friendship Register and pass it to the person next to you. 
 

 Opening Prayer 
 

 Call to Worship  (8:30) Paul Steger 
   (11:00) Jane Murl 

Arise, shine, for your light has come. 
 The glory of the Lord has risen upon us. 
Come, worship the Lord of glory. 
 Proclaim God’s praise among the nations. 
 

 Hymn 150 As with Gladness Men of Old  DIX 

 

 Call to Reconciliation with God (please be seated)   
In the light of Christ, we see the shadows of our world and our hearts. Trusting in 
God’s grace, let us confess our sins before God and one another. 
 

 Silent Confession 
 

 Kyrie 407 (stanza 2) Spirit Divine, Attend Our Prayers NUN DANKET ALL’ UND BRINGET EHR’ 

Come as the light, to us reveal our emptiness and woe. 
And lead us in those paths of light where all the righteous go. 
 Text in Public Domain. 

 

 Unison Prayer of Confession 
Merciful God, you have given light to the world in Jesus Christ, but we have 
preferred to live in darkness. Your justice protects the weak and the distressed, 
yet we seek the shelter of privilege and power. Your righteousness redeems the 
poor and the needy, yet we seek the shelter of wealth and possessions. Your 
peace upholds the oppressed and the defenseless, yet we seek the security of 
weapons and retribution. Forgive us our sins, and lead us to true repentance, 
that we may trust you in all things; through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 
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Words of Life   
This is the good news: Christ is the light of the world, who grants forgiveness and 
healing of our sins. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

 Response 662 (stanza 1) Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies RATISBON 
Christ whose glory fills the skies; Christ the true, the only light; 
Sun of Righteousness arise; triumph o’er the shades of night; 
Dayspring from on high, be near; Daystar, in my heart appear.  

  Text in Public Domain. 
 

 Passing of the Peace 
Due to health concerns in this cold and flu season, please refrain from shaking 
hands and greet each other with a word of peace or a wave of the hand. 

 The peace of Christ be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Let us share a sign of the peace of Christ with one another. 
 

  The Word 
 

 Prayer for Illumination 666 (stanza 1)  O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright PUER NOBIS NASCITUR 

O Splendor of God’s glory bright, from light eternal bringing light; 
O Light of Light, light’s living spring, true Day, all days illumining.  

  Text in Public Domain.  
 

 Reading from the Prophets  Isaiah 60:1-6 
 

 Anthem (8:30) Arise and Shine John Paradowski 
   Chancel Choir and congregation 
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 Voluntary  (11:00) Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning Robert Hobby 
 

 Time for All Our Young Worshippers  

  Hymn sung to All Things Bright and Beautiful ROYAL OAK 

   Come, Lord Jesus, to this holy place, and bless the children here. 
   Guide them, mold them in your gentle ways, to know your love so dear. 
   Text by Judy Smithson. 
 

  Pass Prayer Cards to the aisle. An usher will collect them. 
 

Children through third grade may go to room E206 for Kids’ Zone or are welcome to 
stay with their parents in worship. Children above third grade should stay in worship. 
 

 Reading from the Gospels  Matthew 2:1-12 
  This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 Alleluia Response 587 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! CELTIC ALLELUIA 
 

 Message   The Light Has Come Rev. T. J. Parlette 
 

 

  A moment for reflection – may God continue to speak to us in the silence. 

 
 Our Response 

 

 Hymn 151 We Three Kings of Orient Are KINGS OF ORIENT 

 

 Affirmation of Faith  The Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For 
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
and is seated on the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

 Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer (using ‘debts’ and ‘debtors’) 
 

 Offertory 
  At the Offertory   

   (8:30) Arise, Shine! (Isaiah 60) Daniel Moe 
    Chancel Choir 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you, 
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the people, but the Lord will arise, will arise 

upon you, and his glory will be seen, will be see upon you.  
And the nations shall come, shall come to your light, and Kings to the brightness of your rising, and Kings to 

the brightness of your rising. Shine, Arise! 
 ©1995 Theodore Presser Co. All rights reserved. Printed under CCLI #2720777 

 

   (11:00) As with Gladness Men of Old Wayne Wold 
 

 Offertory Response 708 (stanza 1)  We Give Thee but Thine Own SCHUMANN 
    We give Thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be; 
    All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from Thee. 
    Text in Public Domain. 
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 Unison Prayer of Dedication 
O Glorious God, as did the wise men of old, we too offer our gifts in gratitude, 
reverence, and thanksgiving, for the birth of your child, whom you called to lead 
the world into fullness. Receive and bless this offering as a joyful sign of the 
boundless love and abundant life we are called to share in Christ. Amen. 

 

  Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 

 Our communion is open to all who believe that Jesus Christ is their Lord and Savior. 
 The wine used in this sacrament is grape juice. Gluten-free wafers are available. 
 
 

Invitation  
 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

… And so we raise our voices with saints and angels and all creation in joyful praise 
to you, singing …  

 

Sanctus 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
… And so we proclaim the mystery of our faith …  

 

Memorial Acclamation 
 
 
 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer (using ‘debts’ and ‘debtors’) 
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Words of Institution 
 

Distribution of the Elements 
 Please come forward to be served. If you wish to be served in the pew, a server will 

be in the side aisle to assist you. You may join in singing hymn 507, “Come to the 
Table of Grace.” 

 

 Prayer after Communion  
 

 Sending 
 

 Hymn 152 What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright PUER NOBIS NASCITUR 

 

 Benediction  
 

 Benediction Response Amen  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Postlude    Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning Wayne Wold 
 

 
 

 Those who wish may be seated for the postlude. Our music is offered to the glory of God; 
 if you want to express your appreciation, a spoken “Amen” or “Praise God” is appropriate. 
  

 

 The communion liturgy was written by Lee J Afdahl and is published in “Holy Is the Lord.” 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Stewardship 2019:  
Do all the good you can. 

 

A Progress Report. 
 

 Thank you to everyone who has responded to help us 
erase the shortfall in pledges for 2019! We’re moving in the 
right direction and we appreciate your support. There are 
extra supplemental pledge forms at the welcome desk and in 

the office.  

About Our Church 
Rev. Thomas J. (T.J.) Parlette, Pastor Susan K. Kruger, Office Administrator 
Rev. Jay P. Rowland, Associate Pastor Kathleen M. Kuisle, Calvin and Cherub Choirs 
Lee J. Afdahl, Director of Music/Organist Janine M. Yanisch, First Players bands 
Susanna L. Stone, Coordinator of Youth and Christian Education    Harry E. Coleman, Facility Manager 
 

Child Care staff: Esther Lebron, Margie Schaaf, Brenda Thorson 
Security and custodial personnel:  

Sally Evans, Vera Herr, Tami Rinn, Tyler Sczurek  
 

Office hours: Monday-Thursday (7:30 a.m.-4 p.m.); Friday (7:30 a.m.-3 p.m.); Saturday (9:30 a.m.-noon) 
 

First Presbyterian Church / 512 SW Third Street / Rochester, MN 55902 

507/282-1618; rochesterfpc@msn.com; www.fpcrochester.org  
 

The mission of First Presbyterian Church of Rochester 

 is to reflect God’s love for all people by proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

Member: Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
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Calendar for the week of January 6 - January 13 

(and beyond) 
 

SUNDAY – January 6 
We thank all who are sharing their ministries in 

worship today.  
 The chancel flowers are given for the Glory of 
God by The McIlrath Family in celebration of a new 
year. 
 A nursery for infants through 3-year-olds is staffed 
throughout the morning. We also offer a space for 
nursing mothers. An usher will be happy to direct you if 
you don’t know where the nursery is located. 
 Education hour:  
  9:40-10:45: Nursery - preschool (3-years-old)  
  9:40-10:45: Sunday school/education hour 

  for grade 6 – adult education 
  9:40-10:20: Calvin Choir for grades 2-5 
  9:40-10:20: Sunday school for age 3-grade 1 
  10:20-10:50: Cherub Choir for age 4-grade 1 
  10:20-11:00: Sunday school for grades 2-5 

Adults: 
 9:40 a.m.: Current Events: A peek behind the 

curtain of large building maintenance. Guest 
presenter is Mark Mueller. (lounge/E-207) 

 9:40 a.m.: Kerygma Study: “The Jesus Movement 
and the World of the Early Church” (south 
fireside room/A-104) 

Chancel Choir rehearses at 9:45 a.m. 
 One of our parish nurses will be in the library 
between services to take your blood pressure and 
answer questions you have about your health. 

 

TUESDAY – January 8 
 Grief Support Group meets at 11 a.m.in the library. 
 Most committees meet. Check with your lead 
elder if you aren’t sure about yours.  
 

WEDNESDAY – January 9 
 All Wednesday activities are back on schedule. 
 

Wednesday Activities 
4:15 Alleluia Ringers (grades 2-5) 
5:00 Youth Choir (grades 6-12) 
5:30 Recorder Ensemble 
5:45 Middle/High School youth (grades 6-12) 
6:30 Bible Study (Al Depman) 
7:00 Joyous Praise handbells (intergenerational) 

 

THURSDAY – January 10 
 Prayer Shawl Group meets at 1 p.m. 

Jubilate Deo Bells rehearses at 6:15 p.m. 
Chancel Choir rehearses at 7:30 p.m. 

 

FRIDAY – January 11 
 Sitter Service is open from 5:30-9:30 p.m. Sign up 
January 6 in the atrium or church office or call the 
church office by Tuesday, January 8. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SATURDAY -– January 12 
 Help “undecorate” the church at 9:30 a.m. There 
will be jobs for everyone and snacks to keep you going. 
 

SUNDAY – January 13 
 Worship at 8:30 and 11 a.m. 
 New officer/Session training and examination at 
9:30 a.m. in the activity center. 
 Ordination and Installation of new officers at   
11 a.m. 
 

MONDAY – January 14 
 ALL Annual Reports are due, either by e-mail to 
fpc_carol@hotmail.com or in the church office. 
 

TUESDAY – January 15 
 Items for the February newsletter are due today 
either to fpc_carol@hotmail.com or in the office. 
 Session meets at 7 p.m. in the south fireside room. 
 

WEDNESDAY – January 16 
Wednesday activities are on as usual. See 

January 9 for the schedule. 
 

THURSDAY – January 17 
Jubilate Deo Bells rehearses at 6:15 p.m. 
Chancel Choir rehearses at 7:30 p.m. 

 

  For Your Information 
 Greeting cards for sale. January 13 and 20 the 
youth group will be selling homemade greeting cards.
 Offering envelopes for 2019 are in the social hall. 
If there isn’t a box with your name and you want to use 
envelopes, check in the church office. We also have 
boxes of envelopes available for children and youth. 

Pledge Statements. We will mail final statements 
for 2018 about January 9. To find out before then if you 
fulfilled your 2018 pledges, stop in or call the church 
office (282-1618). To be considered a charitable 
donation in 2018 we either needed to receive your 
donation by December 31 or your envelope needed to 
be postmarked by December 31. 

Each year our church activities are summarized in 
the “Annual Report to the Congregation.” If you are 
responsible for writing a report, we need it in the 
church office by January 14. The best reports are those 
sent to Carol via e-mail or a Word attachment to an e-
mail (evans.carol@FPCRochester.org). 

 

Among the Church Family 
We extend our condolences to the family and 

friends of Marie Bolton, who died December 24 in 
Sioux Falls. 

We extend our condolences to Gail and Larry 
Pease on the death of Larry’s mother, Mary Pease, 
December 19. 

 

 

* WEATHER ADVISORY * 
If we need to cancel services due to extreme weather conditions, we will send that 
announcement to KTTC-TV, KTTC.com, put it on our WEB page FPCRochester.org, put it 
on the church's answering machine, and, if possible, send you an e-mail. Whenever 
canceling is a possibility, please check these sources for up-to-date information. 
 

* SAFETY ADVISORY * 
In the coming winter season when conditions can create slippery walkways, we ask all 
members to be responsible and wear appropriate footwear made for snow and ice and 
choose the safest path from your car into the building. The staff aims to keep the church 
walks as clear of snow/ice as possible, but each of us must also do our part for safety by 
exercising caution and discretion. Here's to a safe winter season!  


